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These are certainly anxious times! No one predicted that we would find ourselves in the throes of a pandemic.
Even that word itself was unfamiliar to me and many others, I’m sure, until recent days. A frequent cry, if not lament,
is: How long? How long must we endure this apocalyptic challenge? When will it end? I don’t have a good answer to
that, and even though I would like to give an enthusiastic promise, responsibly I cannot.
That being said, I am sensitive to the plea. I, too, long for “the good ol’ days” when we didn’t need to worry
about social distancing and/or isolation in our homes. I particularly miss the opportunity to gather as a community of
believers for worship and praise. Many of the uplifting aspects of our lives are tainted with worship and praise, even if
they are not particularly religious. For example in this area we have the “Philly Phanatic.” The Phanatic uplifts our
spirits, even if only with his funny antics. And there are those who will give adulation, praise, and a form of worship to
the Phillies, the Eagles, the Flyers, etc.
COVID-19 isn’t funny or uplifting!! Just ask Jim Dodimead, who survived his ordeal with it! I personally have
two highly respected colleagues who have succumbed. It’s distressing and disheartening. With the psalmist (and others) I cry: “How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will You hide Your face from me? How long
must I wrestle with my thoughts and day after day have sorrow in my heart?” (Psalm 13:1-2a) The Bible is familiar
with our distresses and laments. Yet note a couple of things.
First, this plague will not last forever. This is an alarming and frightening disease, to be sure. Yet no one believes it is interminable, that there will come a time when we will be able to handle it, perhaps like the flu, to which it
has been compared. This pandemic will not last forever! But please don’t throw caution to the wind. Be careful. Be
smart. Be wise. Medical experts have counseled us how to handle this pandemic, and those who exercise their response-ability will most likely be able to see their way through—and even help others along the way.
Second, even as the writer of Psalm 13 goes on: “But I will trust in Your unfailing love. My heart rejoices in
Your salvation.” God did not promise us “a rose garden,” and Adam and Eve spoiled the good garden in which God had
planted them. And at times we become stronger through challenge and adversity. For example if you want to increase
your strength, what do you do? You can lift weights, and in so doing the resistance of the weights will strengthen you.
The writer of Psalm 37 writes: “Trust in the Lord, and do good.” (v. 3a) Trust in God’s goodness, remind yourself of
God’s love, and your spirits will be uplifted. Such has been the experience of the saints (and forgiven sinners)
throughout the ages—and this age is no different.
In a recent conversation with our Presbytery of West Jersey’s executive presbyter Debby Brincivalli I learned
that 20% of the churches, i.e. 11 of the 55 churches within the presbytery, have returned to live corporate worship in
their sanctuaries. On the one hand that is a remarkable number because eleven churches are gathering for public
worship. They have been able to affirm: “I was glad when they said unto me, ‘Let us go to the house of the
Lord.” (Psalm 122:1) And yet, on the other hand, it demonstrates that 80% of the churches, the vast majority, still
have not returned to corporate, public worship due to the corona virus. They are exercising caution.
Beverly is among that 80%. We will in time worship again corporately, in public, and enjoy beautiful music
from both our organ and our choir, etc. When precisely that will be I don’t know. In the meantime let us remain faithful, trusting in the goodness of the Lord, and thanking God that we have the means available to us to join in worship,
albeit virtually. And when the time comes we will be able to rejoice together, affirming that “I was glad when they said
unto me, let us go into the house of the Lord.” It will come. Of that I am confident. So again, in the meantime “trust in
the Lord, and do good.”
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Keith
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SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
10 – Noel & Edna Rainey (60 years)
10 – Tom & Sherry Oulton (32 years)
20 – Chalkie & Shirley Lackraj (39 years)
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
5 – Corey Olson
7 – Laura Kellaway
8 – Sean Yacona
10 – Jenn Yacona
13 – Joan Kania
15 – Liz Buckley
16 – Tom Birch
24 – Cathie Kreischer-Halbe
30 – Edna Rainey

Thank You,Thank You,Thank You!
Ever since the middle of March
when we began worshiping virtually,
many of our musical friends have been
sending contributions to enhance our
services. If you have been watching our
Sunday services, you know what a big
part the music has played. We include a
prelude and postlude, a hymn and a
special music selection in an effort to
make the service as much like our regular Sunday worship as possible.Here is a
list of those who have contributed along
with where they are from.
Alaska---Julia Timlin California---Dave
Washburn, and Tom - Boyd Pennsylvania--- Sarah and Luke Morris Jill Barber
Gary Fuller New Jersey---- Doug. Allen
Kim Snively Bob Lowden Carol Esposito
Tom and Joanne Dileo Gwen and Scott
Reed Ven Diagram Band Beverly Presbyterian Church choir A huge THANK
YOU is due to each of these individuals
for their wonderful contributions to our
services!

Sunday sat 10:00 am
on BPCLive@sermon.net
Thursdays at 7:00 pm
on at https://www.facebook.com/beverlypresbyterian/
Services are streamed live and recorded for viewing, later.
Joanne ministered from the pulpit on Sunday, August 23 with a message
entitled “Power Paradox”. Accompanied by Tom, she provided the music
for the service, too. So much talent. If you missed the live streaming, tap
into the site and watch it,
now.

WHERE EVER YOU ARE...
I connected to the live
streaming on my phone,
put in my ear buds and
hopped in my car for a trip
to Philadelphia. It was a
pleasure listening to the music as I traveled over
the Betsy Ross Bridge. For the finale, I found a
lovely spot on the Delaware River. The beautiful
sky with big puffy clouds and the calming of the
water, made for a great sanctuary to worship
God on Sunday morning.
Where did you worship? Send a picture and
note to BeverlyPressNewsletter@gmail.com to
be included in the next issue of this publication.

When you pray, please, include the following
PRAYER CONCERNS :
BPC finances
PNC
Sanctuary ceiling repairs
Steeple repairs
Our church community
Bob Hill
Pat Dougherty
Julia Dolce
Joy Dodimead
Jane Schulze
COVID-19 Pandemic
Hannah & Ashton
Our town, state, nation and the entire world

BEVERLY PRESS
Thank you to the contributors of this issue of the “Beverly Press”; Pastor Keith, Sherry O., Sue C., Gwen R., and Carol E. I
look forward to contributions from all aspects of BPC for the next issue. Articles such as upcoming event details, reflections on past events, pictures and ideas are due the 2nd Sunday each month (some exceptions). You can email your submission to BEVERLYPRESSNEWSLETTER@GMAIL.COM or drop off in person at the church office.
Deadline each month:
10/11 11/15 12/13 1/17 2/14 3/14 4/11
If you would like a copy of this newsletter sent to you or know someone who would like it sent to them, contact the
church office.

Hannah Reed & Ashton Fisher

Dear Friends in West Jersey
How are you?
This is asked in all seriousness, compassion and caring – we are here to
support and care for you.
Thank you for all you are doing in encouraging self-care of your pastors and care of the people of God in your congregation.
COM shares this segment: Lisa Allgood, who worked at Proctor and
Gamble, and has titles we cannot pronounce, offered this Zoom conversation about things to consider about the Covid Pandemic – even if
you have submitted return to in-person worship plans, have already
started in-person worship or still considering we suggest you take the
hour to view this – please forward to those you think might need it –
again things to consider from a science and faith perspective.
https://youtu.be/HSI8Pbx5Y8E
Several of you have submitted grants for Health and Safety and
Technology – the Mission application will go out later this week. Expenses for these grants should be between March and November –
voucher submission date is November 15th please.
What topics would you like to see us offer a Zoom gathering? Facing
Racism? Stewardship in a Pandemic? Technology concerns? Virtual
Sunday School and Youth Groups? Other?
______________________
Let us hear from you to better serve you
We are here for you.
Debby
Rev. Dr. Deborah “Debby” G. Brincivalli
Executive Presbyter
Presbytery of West Jersey
1701 Sycamore St.
Haddon Heights, NJ 08035
(856) 547-5100

This newsletter will be posted on the BPC website.
You’ll be able to see the pictures in color.

http://bevpres.org

WHEN TIMES ARE HARD GOD PROVIDES...
If you are local to us and need assistance: food or
medication delivered, or if you need spiritual
assistance call the church office at
609-387-1117.
We are monitoring this line daily.

They met at Burlington City High School and
started dating their Senior year. Hannah
graduated from Rutgers last Spring with her
BS in Political Science and a minor in Forensic Science. Currently, she is holding a parttime job with Santander bank while coordinating a new home purchase and wedding
preparations and attending Rutgers Law.
Ashton is a Geotechnical Driller with Sano
Drilling.
Finally, after being postponed, they will be
wed on Saturday, September 26, 2020 at 2:30
PM. Although we are not able to have everyone attend the ceremony and celebration in
person we invite you to watch the live
streaming. For streaming instructions go to

theknot.com/ashtonandhannah

Space Available
Every month there’s space available for YOUR contribution. Do
you have a favorite Bible verse, poem, story, anecdote, word
puzzle, picture, personal update or testimonial or article? Email
it to BeverlyPressNewsletter@gmail.com, mail to the church or
drop it off in the office.
Our readers would appreciate hearing from you!
Thank you to the Rev. Dr. Keith Schmitt , Sherry Oulton, Susan
Carter, Carol Esposito and Gwen Reed who contribute to this
publication every month. I look forward to hearing from you.
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REST IN THE GOODNESS OF GOD by Sue Carter

Some quotations to think about.

We don’t need to fear evil because we have the God whose very
nature is intrinsically good. Galatians 5:22 describes “the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control.” As believers, the Spirit who lives inside
of us – is God’s Spirit, the Holy Spirit.

Faith is the antiseptic of the soul.
Walt Whitman

Webster’s dictionary defines goodness as 1) the state or quality of
being good; specifically, a) virtue; excellence b) kindness; generosity; benevolence. We are told in the KJV of Romans 2:4 that it is “the
goodness of God that leads to repentance.” Also in Psalm 52:1 we
learn “the goodness of God endureth continually.” It goes on and
on.
In Nahum 1:7 we are encouraged with “The LORD is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in Him,…” David declares in Psalm 31: 19, “How great is Your goodness, which
You have stored up for those who fear You, which You bestow in the
sight of men on those who take refuge in You.
You can count on the goodness of God. He is trustworthy, always. We are reminded in 1 Chronicles 16:34, to “Give thanks to the
LORD, for He is good; His love endures forever. Psalm 107 is all
about the goodness of God and how He comes thru for His people
time after time. In the KJV, verses 8, 15, 21 and 31 repeat “Oh that
men would praise the LORD for His goodness, and for His wonderful
works to the children of men!”
As we walk with the LORD and seek Him, we will learn that He is
always working for our benefit and we come to know more of His
good character. You never have to fear reprisals from the LORD. He
is not going to manipulate or use you for evil purposes and that is
exactly what He tells us in Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I
have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” He is always seeking to build us up not to tear down.
When you can’t count on anyone else, you can count on God.
With the great truths of the Bible, God lifts you up above your problems – that is why it is so important to read it and meditate on it.
God will give you what no one else can, a deep sense of peace and
security. As you feed your soul, He will make you whole.

Take a lesson from the mosquito. She never waits for an
opening, she makes one.
Kirk Kirkpatrick
It is better to be boldly decisive and risk being wrong then to
agonize at length and be right too late.
Marilyn M Kennedy
The courage to forgive is gigantic, and the courage to acknowledge the need to
forgive is perhaps even greater.
Edward Crowther
Boredom is simply the lack of imagination.
Julie Smith

Steeple Repairs are Starting This Week
Repairs to the steeple are set to begin and
the steeple jacks have been working this
week to set up the rigging and ladders
needed to access the damaged areas. We
still have a shortfall on the cost of the
repairs even though the majority
was covered by our property
insurance. If you are able to
give any additional funds to
the church and wish them
dedicated toward repairs
please send your donation to
the church PO box 500 or
select Steeple repair on the
on-line donation page found
on our website.

There are three ways to get something done. Do it yourself, employ
someone, or forbid your children to do it.
Monta Crane

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Hot Dogs with Cheddar and Sautéed Apples
Matt Neal's sister, Madeline, is a big hot dog fan who constantly
comes up with ideas for toppings. She suggested this terrific, if
unlikely, combination of cinnamony sauteed apples with slices of
sharp cheddar cheese, served on top of hot dogs tucked into pretzel rolls. Great Picnic Recipes

Ingredients:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 T unsalted butter
3 large Granny Smith apples
peeled, halved, cored and
cut into scant 1/2-inch wedges
3 T light brown sugar
Pinch of cinnamon
6 hot dogs
6 long pretzel rolls or hot dog buns, split
3 oz thinly sliced sharp cheddar cheese

Instructions:
Send your tithes, offers and donations. Electronically,
The goodness of God is infinitely more wonderful
than we will ever be able to comprehend.
A.W. TOZER

http://bevpres.org for the link or mail to
P.O. Box 500, Beverly, NJ 08010

Step 1
Preheat the oven to 450°. In a large skillet, melt the butter. Add
the apples and cook over moderate heat, stirring occasionally,
until barely softened and just beginning to brown, about 5
minutes. Add the brown sugar and cook over moderately low
heat, stirring occasionally, until the apples are tender and lightly
caramelized, about 10 minutes longer. Stir in the cinnamon and
keep warm.
Step 2
Heat a grill pan. Grill the hot dogs over high heat until lightly
charred all over, about 5 minutes. On a baking sheet, set the dogs
in the rolls and top with the cheddar cheese. Bake for about 3
minutes, just until the cheese is melted. Top with the apples and
serve at once.
Make Ahead
The apples can be refrigerated overnight. Rewarm before serving.

TO GOD BE THE GLORY

SEPTEMBER 7, 2020
https://www.foodandwine.com/recipes/hot-dogs-cheddarand-sauteed-apples
Send recipes to beverlypressnewsletter@gmail.com

