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FROM THE (Interim) PASTOR. . .

Beverly Presbyterian Church
121 Warren Street East
Edgewater Park, NJ 08010
Worship every Sunday morning at 10:00 am in the Sanctuary or
at BPCLive.sermon.net, and Thursday at 7:00 pm at https://
www.facebook.com/beverlypresbyterian/.

Send in your Tithes, Offerings and Contributions.
Checks should be mailed to BPC, PO Box 500, Beverly, NJ 08010.
Go to www.BevPres.org to send electronically.

Beverly Presbyterian Church
Interim Pastor—The Rev. Dr. Keith Schmitt
Praise Leader—Joanne DiLeo
Choir Director—Gwen Reed
Sunday School Director—Sue Hill

Office hours are Monday thru Friday, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.
Physical Address: 121 Warren Street East, Edgewater Park, NJ
Mailing address: PO Box 500, Beverly, NJ 08010
Phone: (609) 387-1117

Visit us on the web at www.bevpres.org
Like us on Facebook at www.facebook/beverlypresbyterian
Email us at beverlypresbyterianoffice@gmail.com.
Online Services: BPClive.Sermon.net
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The end of the month of October is regularly associated with the name of Martin Luther, the Augustinian priest
who in 1517 made public his concerns about certain practices of the Roman Catholic Church when he posted 95 Theses
(propositions for debate) on the Castle Church doors in the city of Wittenberg, Germany. For better, for worse this act
launched the Protestant Reformation. And of course Presbyterians derive their origin from this time and activity.
Conflicts with religious undertones were prevalent for long years. With the Edict of Nantes in 1598 hostilities in
France subsided. Hence when the 1600s rolled around, the battle lines were being taken up in Germany. Indeed the
Thirty Years War raged across swaths of Germany from 1618 until it was concluded with the Peace of Westphalia in
1648.
It was during these turbulent times that a Lutheran pastor served his native town of Eilenburg in Saxony. Born
in 1586 to a coppersmith, this Martin with the surname Rinckart had made his way to and through the University of
Leipzig “by dint of industry and his musical gifts.” He was ordained and served some time at the church in Eisleben, and
then at the age of thirty-one he accepted the position of Archdeacon in his native town of Eilenburg, where he would
serve the remainder of his life. He went to Eilenburg just as the Thirty Years War was breaking out, and he would die
there just a year after the war concluded in 1648.
It was a horrible and incredible time to serve as pastor of this domain. Through it all Rinckart remained faithful
to his flock. But it couldn’t have been easy. One of the complaints voiced in our US Declaration of Independence is the
quartering of troops in the midst of the colonies. Rinckart endured that, to be sure, but also was compelled to host soldiers in his home, which resulted in frequent plunderings of his meager stock of grain and household goods. Yet these
were small things.
The Bubonic plague struck Eilenburg in 1637 with extraordinary severity. The town was overcrowded with fugitives from the countryside districts, where the Swedes had been spreading devastations as part of the religious wars.
In 1637 alone 8000 persons died. The whole of the town council except three persons, a terrible number of school children, and the clergymen of the neighboring parishes were all carried off. Rinckart was compelled to do the work of
three men, and he did it remarkably. That year alone he buried more than 4000 persons! Remarkable and perhaps miraculously, Rinckart himself remained healthy. The pestilence was followed by a famine so severe that thirty or forty
persons might be seen fighting in the streets for the remains of a dead cat or crow. Along with the burgermeister and
another citizen, Rinckart did what could be done to organize assistance. He gave away everything but the barest of rations for his own family, so that his door was surrounded by a crowd of poor starving wretches, who found it their only
refuge. So great were Rinckart’s own losses and charities that he had the utmost difficulty in finding bread and clothes
for his own children, and he was compelled to mortgage his future income for several years.
There are those who think we’ve got it bad these days—and we most certainly do!! I will not minimize the suffering which has resulted from this current pestilence/plague which we are being compelled to endure. Still it would
seem to pale in comparison to the straits in which Rinckart and many of our forefathers (and mothers) in the faith were
compelled to live.
And one of the truly amazing and indeed incredible things which eventuated from this era were the words which
Martin Rinckart penned during this time. Demonstrating his indelible spirit, Rinckart penned the words of the hymn
Continued...
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COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS by Kelly Johnston
Count your blessings instead of your crosses;
Count your gains instead of your losses.
Count your joys instead of your woes;
Count your friends instead of your foe.
Count your smiles instead of your tears;
Count your courage instead of your fears.

Sunday’s at 10:00 am
In the Sanctuary or BPCLive.sermon.net
Thursdays at 7:00 pm
on at https://www.facebook.com/beverlypresbyterian/
Services are streamed live and recorded for viewing, later.

Count your full years instead of your lean;
Count your kind deeds instead of your mean.
Count your health instead of your wealth;
County on God instead of yourself.
Submitted by Carol Esposito

If you are local to us and need assistance: food or medication
delivered, or if you need spiritual assistance call the church office
at 609-387-1117.
We are monitoring this line daily.

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
3 – Sue Murphy
5 – Frank Van Gelder
11 – Olivia Sadowski
22 – Joe Reed
26 – David Hill

Hi! My mom (Mary Nikolet) wanted me to

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
2 – Charles & Betty Kreischer (63 years)
3 – Craig & Amanda Eutsey (13 years)

wants to let everyone know that that's why

When you pray, please, include the following
PRAYER CONCERNS :
BPC finances
PNC
Our church community
Bob Hill
Pat Dougherty
Julia Dolce
Joy Dodimead
Jane Schulze
Mary Nikolet
COVID-19 Pandemic
Our town, state, nation and the entire world

write in and thank everyone for the prayers
and for asking how she is. She is getting

better and is in rehab now. She has to have
an antibiotic drip for 6 to 8 weeks. But she
you didn't receive a card for your birthday,
get well or anniversary this month .
Thanks again,
Dawn Edmonds

BEVERLY PRESS
Thank you to the contributors of this issue of the “Beverly Press”; Pastor Keith, Sherry O., Sue C., Gwen R., Dawn E. and
Carol E. I look forward to contributions from all aspects of BPC for the next issue. Articles such as upcoming event details,
reflections on past events, pictures and ideas are due the 2nd Sunday each month (some exceptions). You can email your
submission to BEVERLYPRESSNEWSLETTER@GMAIL.COM or drop off in person at the church office.
Deadline each month:
12/13 1/17 2/14 3/14 4/11
If you would like a copy of this newsletter sent to you or know someone who would like it sent to them, contact the
church office.

Continued from page 1:
Nun danket alle Gott (Now Thank We All Our God). The words,
which were set to music by Johann Crueger about 1647 and
translated into English by Catherine Winkworth during the 19th
century, express a spirit of unbounded trust and praise. We
may well utilize them more than once during the month of November as a prelude to and expression of thanksgiving. Still
most of all I hope and pray that they will be words and music
which will lift your spirit and soul during these difficult and
challenging days.
Now thank we all our God,
with heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things has done,
in Whom this world rejoices;
Who from our mothers’ arms
has blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love,
and still is ours today.
O may this bounteous God
through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts
and blessed peace to cheer us;
And keep us in His grace,
and guide us when perplexed;
And free us from all ills,
in this world and the next!
All praise and thanks to God
the Father now be given;
The Son and Him Who reigns
with Them in highest Heaven;
The one eternal God,
whom earth and Heaven adore;
For thus it was, is now,
and shall be evermore.
May we (and all God’s people) affirmatively say and sing,
“Amen!”
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Keith

“Always put off until tomorrow what you should not do
at all.”
Morris Mandel
Seven National Crimes
I don’t think
I don’t know
I don’t care
I am too busy
I leave well enough alone
I have no time to read and find out
I am not interested
William J. Boetcher

“Never grow a wish bone… where your back bone ought
to be.”
C. Paddleford
“Where words fail, music speaks.”
Hans Christian Andersen
“The only fool bigger than the person who knows it all is the person
who argues with him.”
Author unknown

ALSO THIS ONE: by Alyssandra Austria (June 25, 2016)
I’ve seen better days, but I’ve also seen worse.
I don’t have everything that I want, but I do have all I
need.
I woke up with some aches and pains, but I woke up.
My life may not be perfect, but I am blessed.
Submitted by Carol Esposito

Space Available
Every month there’s space available for YOUR contribution. Do you have a favorite Bible verse, poem, story, anecdote, word
puzzle, picture, personal update or testimonial or article? Email it to BeverlyPressNewsletter@gmail.com, mail to the
church or drop it off in the office.
Our readers would appreciate hearing from you!
Thank you to the Rev. Dr. Keith Schmitt , Sherry Oulton, Susan Carter, Carol Esposito and Gwen Reed who contribute to this
publication every month. I look forward to hearing from you.
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IT IS A GOOD THING by Sue Carter
“It is a good thing to give thanks unto the LORD, and to sing
praises unto thy name,
O Most High” – is what we read in Psalm 92:1 KJV. A grateful and
thankful heart is important to God because it actually benefits us.
It is easy and natural for our fallen nature to complain and remain
discontent.

Send your tithes, offers and donations. Electronically,

http://bevpres.org for the link or mail to
P.O. Box 500, Beverly, NJ 08010

In her ‘New York Times’ bestselling book, author, Ann Voskamp, explains her epiphany of a truth that “thanksgiving builds
trust and trust is the way out of fear.”
God wants you to walk in freedom not fear.

PULPIT FLOWER DEDICATIONS
November 1 By
Eutsey Family
Doug and Deanna Allen
November 8
Betty and Charlie Kreischer
Vacancy...
November 15
Dolores Barber
Jim & Steven Spencer
November 22
Pat Kelly

Giving thanks focuses our attention on the Giver of Life and the
One, according to
Psalm 68:19 NKJV, “…who daily loads us with benefits, The God of
our salvation.”
God tells us in Psalm 50:23, “He who sacrifices thank offerings
honors Me, and he prepares the way so that I may show him the
salvation of God.” God always delivers.
In Strong’s concordance, the Greek word, eucharisteo, to give
thanks as used in the New Testament is in one definition described as “the expression of joy Godward “, and a fruit of the
Spirit, and “believers are encouraged to abound in it.”
Thanksgiving strengthens us and heightens our awareness of
God. It builds our faith.

Verse 4)
O Jesus our Lord, Thou ruler of all, Thou art ever true,
whatever the call; Be Thou our defender in all time of
stress, And help us live daily in true thankfulness.
TO GOD BE THE GLORY

My Son, Bruce and Jim
Jean and Jacques Shedaker

Vacancy for 2020; 11/8.
Contact Karen Reed to make or change a dedication or to
dedicate flowers where there’s a vacancy.
609-314-6673 or kreed@trccompanies.com

Verse 1)
My country, ‘tis of thee, Sweet land of liberty, Of thee I
sing: Land where my fathers died, Land of the pilgrims’
pride, From every mountainside Let freedom ring!

The best way to honor God for His generosity is to thank Him
as we learn in Psalm 69:30, “I will praise God’s name in song and
glorify Him with thanksgiving. I leave you with a good prayer
from the last verse of another song, appropriately titled,
‘Thanksgiving Hymn’.

Grandfather, Arthur Owens

Sister, Beezie Holmes and
Father, John Staples
Jim & Steven Spencer
Kathy Spencer
Tom, Sherry & Kelly Oulton Arline Saunders
November 29
Lauren Buckley
Mom, Joan Campbell
Lauren Buckley
Dad, Norm Campbell

Perhaps we need look no further for a reason to be thankful
than the following 2 verses from the song ‘My Country, ‘Tis of
Thee’.

Verse 4)
Our fathers’ God, to Thee, Author of liberty, To Thee we
sing: Long may our land be bright With freedom’s holy
light; Protect us by Thy might, Great God, our King!

In memory of
Lilajean and Harry Eutsey
Our Parents

Great American Smokeout
Thanksgiving Day
November 26

Hannah (Reed) and Ashton Fisher were joined in Holy
Matrimony on Saturday, September 26, 2020. They
took ownership on their home the Wednesday prior
and are getting set up for a life of “happily ever after”.

Beverly Presbyterian Church
has held it’s third, live Sunday
Worship service since the
COVID-19 Pandemic shut
down was instituted in
March 2020. An average of
20 worshipers have attended.
It is great to hear live music
and see some of our church
family, again.

The joy of
living comes
from a
heart of
thanksgiving.
Our Daily Bread

