FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT—FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1 @ 6:00 PM
COMMUNION —SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3 @ 10:00 AM
Followed by fellowship hour and Food Pantry Lite Fare

PRAYER MEETING—MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4 & 18 @ 6:30 PM
GAME NIGHT—SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16 @ 7:00 PM

Bring a snack—host a game, participate or be a spectator.
FooD PANTRY—MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18, NOON TO 2:00 PM

The Pantry is open for bag distribution. Food for the body and His
word for the soul is provided for those in need.

SUNDAYS

8:30 AM Continental Breakfast in the Cafe
8:45 AM Sunday School from pre-K to adult
10:00 AM Traditional Worship Service

WEDNESDAYS at 7:15 PM Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAYS at 7:00 PM Praise & Worship Service lead by Joann
and Tom DiLeo

BEVERLY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Interim Pastor—The Rev. Dr. Keith Schmitt
Praise Leader—Joanne DiLeo

Choir Director—Gwen Reed

Sunday School Director—Sue Hill

Office hours are Monday thru Friday, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.
Physical Address: 121 E. Warren Avenue, Edgewater Park, NJ
Mailing address: PO Box 500, Beverly, N] 08010

Phone: 609-387-1117

Visit us on the web at www.bevpres.org
Like us on Facebook at www.facebook/beverlypresbyterian
Email us at beverlypresbyterianoffice@gmail.com.
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FROM THE (Interim) PASTOR...

During the third century there was a hypothesis current which suggested that unmarried soldiers fought better than
married soldiers because married soldiers might be afraid of what might happen to their wives or families if they
were Killed. Needing resolute men to fight in many unpopular and bloody campaigns, the Roman Emperor Claudius
11, also known as Claudius the Cruel, accordingly tried to ban the marriage of young people. There were those,
however, who opposed this edict, and among them was a priest in Rome named Valentine. He believed that mar-
riage was a sacred act between a man and a woman and should be encouraged. And so he did marry young people.
For this, his criminal behavior Valentine was eventually caught, imprisoned, and tortured. His execution entailed
three parts—first beating, then stoning, and finally decapitation, all due to his stand for Christian marriage.

Legend suggests that one of the men who was supposed to judge Valentine in line with Roman law of the day
was a man called Asterius, whose daughter was blind. The priest Valentine is supposed to have prayed with and
healed the young girl with such astonishing effect that Asterius himself became a Christian. That notwithstanding,
Valentine was killed on February 14th, 269. The story goes that the last words he wrote were in a note to Asterius’
daughter, and he signed the note “from your Valentine,” which has of course inspired today’s romantic missives.

While not all saints were martyred, still not a few were indeed martyred for their faith. And that is remark-
able. These individuals were so committed to the faith, so convinced were they of its truth, that they would put their
lives on the line to affirm and confirm their Christian beliefs. Such belief empowered them to bear faithful witness
to people around them—and the Church grew, even during times of overt persecution.

What'’s true then has not changed. People still recognize the fervor and commitment of those who dedicate
themselves in the service of God. Martin Luther King, Jr. was such a man. He confronted bigots and racists with
amazing nonviolence and simple love. The message caught on—and our nation and this world is better for it.

In this month of February, when the focus turns to love, remember those in our past, like Saint Valentine and
MLK Jr., who have left an indelible imprint on this world because they chose to love and do what is best to embody
that love. Your life, and the lives of those around you, will accordingly be uplifted, blessed, and improved.

From your valentine,

Pastor Keith Schmitt
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