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FROM THE (Interim) PASTOR. . .
It was an ominous, indeed perilous time for the thirteen colonies or states which had just defeated the
mighty British army to secure their independence. When our Revolutionary War broke out officially on July 4,
1776, there were not a few who felt that the colonies didn’t stand a chance against the formidable British. Initially only around a third of the colonists supported the Revolution. But with the surrender of the British forces at Yorktown, VA, on October 19, 1781, the thirteen colonies had gained their independence. They were
free and independent states.
It was then that a new challenge arose. The colonies were free from British governance, but they then
found themselves free for self-governance. And the question arose as to what sort of governance that might
be. The initial response took the form of Articles of Confederation. But it didn’t take long for many in the
states to realize that a confederation lacked the necessary authority required, and in 1787 the Constitution of
our United States of America was drafted and ratified the following year.
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Something not dissimilar occurred in the early Church. The early Church wrestled with the fact that
the resurrected one was also the one who had been crucified. It had been inconceivable that the longanticipated messiah (or Christ) would suffer as part of his life on earth. The Jews had been anticipating a political leader after the fashion of the remarkable King David. By and large, Jesus didn’t fit that bill. Granted
Jesus had initiated a new realm here on earth, a realm in which the followers of Jesus had been freed from the
dictates of the Torah or Law. Theories of a substitutionary atonement effected by Jesus on the cross soon developed. Christians indeed were freed from the Law. But there were those who would seemingly take advantage of this new-found freedom. They felt they could live as they pleased and/or in a manner which would
take advantage of the grace of God. Knowing that God was more than willing to forgive, they reasoned, why
not allow God to pour out more of His grace upon men and women who would continue in their sinful ways
and practices?! (cf. Romans 6:1) Paul found that logic convoluted and abominable. It demonstrated a woeful
lack of understanding and appreciation for the work of Christ, which is not to overlook having died to sin in
baptism. Simply because someone is willing to forgive a wrongdoing should not be used as a pretext for ongoing sinning. Genuine repentance entails true sorrow and contrition for the original wrongdoing—and adjusting and modifying one’s behavior accordingly, especially in light of the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
We are free to govern ourselves under the inspiration of Christ’s ongoing presence in this world in the Holy
Spirit. But it will always remain a temptation to implore for more of God’s love, grace, and forgiveness. In
Christ we have gained our independence, but it is an independence not only from, but for.
It was a lesson learned “the hard way” by our nation’s founding fathers. We would do well to appreciate that while we simultaneously give God reason to celebrate that in the way we live and conduct our lives in
our newfound freedom in Christ.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Keith
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You have been attending this church for a
very long time if you can remember any
of the pastors who were with us before
Reverend James Barber.
I can remember two, how about you?

Bob Lowden, our organist friend who contributes his music to so many of
our streamed services, sends out a Hymn of the Day, seven days a week
through his email address. These are original arrangements which he
plays on the piano.
Said by one of our members, with a laugh, "I am so old
that it doesn't matter to me anymore if I can't buy green
bananas!"
The stained glass windows in our
church are some of the most beautiful
in the area. The artist who designed
and made them is PAULA HIMMELSBACK BOLANA, a world renowned Philadelphia
glass maker.
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Mail in your tithes, offers and donations.

July Birthdays
5 – Kim Sarnoski
8 – Hannah Reed
9 – Jesse Lackraj
10 – Robert Fenimore
26 – Nancy Baird
27 – Stephen Colangelo

Beverly Presbyterian Church

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Judy’s Strawberry Pretzel Salad by AllRecipe.com

P.O. Box 500
This three-layer salad includes a pretzel crust,
cream cheese center, and strawberry top.

Beverly, NJ 08010

July Anniversaries
1 – Frank & Mary Nikolet (59 years)
7 – Michael & Jennifer Knapp (13 years)
13 – Tom & Jane Birch (63 years)
22 – Bob & Sue Hill (42 years)
29 – Frank & Debbie Bertino (42 years)

Prep Time: 2 hrs
Services 16
1-1/2 c crushed pretzels
4-1/2 T white sugar
3/4 c butter, melted
1 c white sugar
2 (8 oz) packages cream cheese
1 (8 oz) container frozen whipped topping, thawed
1 (6 oz) package strawberry flavored Jell-O
2 c boiling water
1 (16 oz) package frozen strawberries

Always be in a state of expectancy, and see
that you leave room
for God to come in as He likes.
Oswald Chambers

Speaking of our windows, the big window in the front of the
church is dedicated to our members who served during
World War II. There is a panel for each branch of the
military, Army, Navy, Coast guard and Marine Corps.
Nothing for the Air Force??
There is a reason, do you know why?

STEP 1:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Mix together the
pretzels, 4-1/2 T sugar and melted butter. Press into the bottom
of a 9x13 inch pan. Bake for 10 minutes, or until lightly toasted.
Set aside to cool completely.

When you pray, please, include
the following
PRAYER CONCERNS :
BPC finances
Pastor Nominating Committee
Sanctuary ceiling repairs
Steeple repairs
Our church community
Bob Hill
Pat Dougherty
Julia Dolce
Joy Dodimead
Jane Schulze
Our town, state, nation and the
entire world
COVID-19 Pandemic
BEVERLY PRESS
Thank you to the contributors of this issue of the “Beverly Press”; Pastor Keith, Sherry O., Sue C., Gwen R., Carol E.,
Shirley L. and Joe R. I look forward to contributions from all aspects of BPC for the next issue. Articles such as upcoming
event details, reflections on past events, pictures and ideas are due the 2nd Sunday each month (some exceptions). You
can email your submission to BEVERLYPRESSNEWSLETTER@GMAIL.COM or drop off in person at the church office.
Deadline each month:
7/12 8/16 9/13 10/11 11/15 12/13
If you would like a copy of this newsletter sent to you or know someone who would like it sent to them, contact the
church office.

STEP 2:
In a medium bowl, beat the sugar and
cream cheese until smooth. Fold in
whipped topping. Spread evenly over the
cooled curst. Refrigerate until set, about
30 minutes.

INDEPENDENCE DAY

Strawberry Pretzel
Salad Recipe Video

STEP 3:
In a medium bowl, stir together the gelatin mix and boiling water. Mix in frozen strawberries, and stir until thawed. Pour over
cream cheese mixture in pan.
Refrigerate until completely chilled, at least 1 hour.
c—cup

T—tablespoon

oz—ounces

Send your recipe to beverlypressnewsletter.com
Humility is not thinking less of yourself…
But…
Thinking of yourself less.
Written by Rich Warren, founder and Senior Pastor of Saddlebrook Church in California (sixth largest mega-church in the US.
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ANTICIPATE GOD’S HELP By Sue Carter
People may be reluctant to help you but that is not the case
with the God we serve. He tells us in His Word in Psalm 46:1
that He is “an ever-present help in trouble.” In Psalm 115:9, 10
and 11 we are exhorted 3 times to “trust in the LORD - …He is
their help and shield.”
Again, Deuteronomy 33:29 declares, “He is your shield and
helper and your glorious sword.” And in Psalm 33:20, “We wait
in hope for the LORD; he is our help and our shield.” This is
why God gives us His Word, so we can know in advance that
God is going to help us and we can anticipate His help. Then we
are filled with expectancy and not worry.
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It is with great sadness to announce
the passing of
Shirley Lackraj’s
niece, Keisha
Soogrim, on May
26th. She would
have been 39 years
of age on June 8.

The word ‘anticipate’ comes from two Latin words – ante -,
before + capere, take. It is defined as 1) to look forward to, 2)
to act in advance of, 3) to use or deal with in advance, 4) to be
ahead of in doing. We have the advantage of being able to
read thru the Bible and seeing how God has always helped His
people.
Deuteronomy 33:26 assures us, “There is no one like the
God of Jeshurun, who rides on the heavens to help you…” If
we anticipate His help we will look for it and come to rely on
it. Your faith will grow and become stronger as you find God
will always come thru for you.
We have the divine Helper living inside of us, the Holy Spirit, who is God himself. In our prayers, Romans 8:26 tells us
that “the Spirit helps us in our weakness” and “intercedes for
us…” What better help could there be but from the one described in Psalm 124:8, “Our help is in the name of the LORD,
the Maker of heaven and earth.”
“For such a time as this” perhaps we should meditate on
Isaiah 41:10 “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you;
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” Isaiah 41:13
“For I am the LORD, your God, who takes hold of your right
hand and says to you, Do not fear; I will help you.” Isaiah
41:14 “Do not be afraid … for I myself will help you, declares
the LORD, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel.” God’s help
is always the best help.

QR CODE—black and white cubes that allow you to go to a web site without
typing in the web address. From your smart phone camera, simply line up
the box and a message will display with the site information. Click on the
message and VIOLA, you are linked. Below are QR Codes for the BPC online

TO GOD BE THE GLORY
Beverly Presbyterian
Church Website

Electronic Donation
to BPC

BPC Services

WHEN TIMES ARE HARD GOD PROVIDES...
If you are local to us and need assistance:
food or medication delivered, or if you need
spiritual assistance call the church office at
609-387-1117.
We are monitoring this line daily.
Join BPC on Facebook

BPC YouTube

Follow BPC on Twitter

