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FROM THE (Interim) PASTOR. . .

Beverly Presbyterian Church
121 Warren Street, East
Edgewater Park, NJ 08010
Communion —Sunday, January 5 @ 10:00 AM
Followed by fellowship hour and Food Pantry Lite Fare

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Keith (Schmitt)
5 Reasons You Need to Make Church a Weekly Commitment
Lisa Appelo (contributed by Scott Reed)
Dear believer who isn’t in church:
It already feels legalistic, this article, doesn’t it? Like I’m about to recite a long list of things you must do as a Christian.
I’m not.
My aim isn’t to tell you all the things you aren’t doing. I have way too much taking care of the log in my own eye. My aim
is to show you what you are missing.

For some of you, it’s not that you don’t like the church, it’s just that – well, LIFE.
Maybe you’re a college student, raised up in the church and launched with much prayer. Student life is so erratic and
the weekends are so filled that you just haven’t plugged into a church body.

2020

Family Movie Night—Friday, January 3@ 6:00 PM
Prayer Meeting—Monday, January 6 & 20 @ 6:30 PM
Food Pantry Bag Distribution—Monday, January 20 @ 3:00PM

Sundays
8:30 AM Continental Breakfast in the Cafe
8:45 AM Adult & Youth Sunday School
10:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
6:30 PM Youth Group

Thursdays at 7:00 PM Praise & Worship Service led by Joanne and
Tom DiLeo

Beverly Presbyterian Church
Interim Pastor—The Rev. Dr. Keith Schmitt
Praise Leader—Joanne DiLeo
Choir Director—Gwen Reed
Sunday School Director—Sue Hill

Office hours are Monday thru Friday, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.
Physical Address: 121 Warren Street, East, Edgewater Park, NJ
Mailing address: PO Box 500, Beverly, NJ 08010
Phone: (609) 387-1117

Visit us on the web at www.bevpres.org
Like us on Facebook at www.facebook/beverlypresbyterian
Email us at beverlypresbyterianoffice@gmail.com.

The concept of time has always been fascinating and puzzling, even mysterious. Philosophers and theologians
have tried to comprehend what time is, and it is much more difficult than you might imagine. Even though we all live
within this fourth dimension, it is not easy to say just what it is.
We do know that time has periodic rhythms. We have days, weeks, months, years. And as we begin each day,
week, month, and year it is new, fresh, unadulterated, pristine. We are simply given this new dimension of time, and it
is up to us to determine whether we will use it wisely or foolishly.
The beginning of a new year is a natural time in the cycle of things to resolve to do things better and/or differently. Indeed many persons take the opportunity to make new year’s resolutions. They can help us become more like
the persons we would like to be—and which God intends for us to be.
But the beginning of a new year is certainly not the only time to resolve to improve our lives. In the creation
God established a regular seven-day cycle for measuring the passage of time. And as the great theologian Karl Barth
noted: since Adam and Eve were created on the sixth day of that first week, for Adam and Eve the first sabbath was also the first full day they spent on this earth. The first full day on earth for Adam and Eve was set apart as a time for rest
and worship. Christians have maintained this practice by beginning each week with the Sabbath, a day of and for rest
and worship. It’s a way to begin anew and dedicate ourselves to working to realize and implement the ways of God in
the days of the week. That’s why the practice of confession and forgiveness is regularly integrated into worship; it relieves us of the past and renews us for the future. The Sabbath is particularly a day, as the Westminster Catechism explains it, “to know the Lord and enjoy Him forever.” What happens on this day sets the tone for the remaining days of
the week.
So as you make your new year’s resolution(s), don’t overlook the opportunity to dedicate yourselves anew to
embodying the life and teachings of Christ, our Lord and Savior, on Sundays, the Christian sabbath. It is uplifting and
inspirational—and a great way to set the tone for the week—and even the year!

Maybe you’re a young couple busy kindling careers. You love some Kari Jobe and you have personal devotions, but Sundays have become time to catch up on sleep or get together with friends.
Maybe you have a busy family with multiple kids in multiple sports -- elite leagues that require traveling every weekend
and commitments for Sunday games and practices.
Continued inside...
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
2 – Doug Allen
2 – Kathy Sullivan
5 – Dolores Barber
7 – Tessa Sheets
8 – Kirsten Reed
14 – Edith Stelzer
15 – Brian Murphy
20 – Elena Abriola
21 – Jean Van Gelder
21 – Kathy Franklin
26 – Craig Eutsey
31 – Mikayla Franklin

Bag packing, Tuesday
1/7 & 1/14 at 5:30 PM .

FREE !! FRIDAY JANUARY 3 in the
Fellowship Hall, doors open at 6:00
PM . The feature presentation is
projected onto a 9x16 screen with
surround sound. Call the office for
the movie title. It’s usually a newly
released movie on DVD that is
appropriate for most ages.

Bag Distribution on
Monday, 1/20 at 3:00
PM.

Refreshments are available for a
nominal fee and the proceeds go to
support Youth Group activities.

January 12 – All end of year reports from Moderators, Treasurers, and Committee Chair people
are due in the Church Office.

January 26 – Annual Congregation/
Corporation Meeting of the Beverly Presbyterian Church will be held following the 10 a.m. worship service. If you are a communicant member
of this church, it is your right and responsibility to
attend this important meeting!

GROUP

The Beverly Presbyterian
Church provides two outstanding opportunities for you to
gather with other Christians for
worshiping and praising God. A
traditional worship service
with hymns of praise is every
Sunday at 10:00 am. Thursday
nights at 7:00 pm in the Cafe,
Tom and Joanne DiLeo lead us
with praise songs and in a time
of prayer and sharing. God is
present at these gatherings and
in every minute of your day,
through the good and the bad.
The Praise & Prayer service has
an open forum which allows
you to share those times. You
will leave feeling encouraged,
loved and uplifted.

6:30 PM EVERY SUNDAY
Teenage to young adult
At Beverly Presbyterian!
TAKE TIME TO PRAY!
When you do, please, include the
following PRAYER CONCERNS :

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
4 – Robert & Susan Murphy
(36 years)
10 – Steve & Kathy Sadowski
(25 years)
26 – Ronald & Dawn Edmonds
(26 years)

O Lord in whom we trust, we confess that our fears
have caused us to chose paths that lead us away
from Your promises. You have come to make Your
home in us, sending Your Son to be Immanuel—
God with us, God for us. Still we turn away in fear.
Forgive our resistance to Your habitation among us.
Soften our resistance by Your Spirit, that we will
welcome Your holy presence, living in its light joyously, witnessing faithfully to the hope it brings,
until the day when every eye will see, and every
tongue will confess, that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
Your everlasting glory. Amen.

BPC finances
Pastor Nominating Committee
Sanctuary ceiling repairs
Our church community
Frank Nikolet
Betty Kreischer
Julia Dolce
Joy Dodimead
Mason (Kim) Buckley
Payton Buckley
Dorrie Hoffman
Jane Schulze
Our town, state & nation

BEVERLY PRESS
Thank you to the contributors of this issue of the “Beverly Press”; Pastor Keith, Sherry O., Sue C., Joe R. and Scott R. I
look forward to contributions from all aspects of BPC for the next issue. Articles such as upcoming event details, reflections on past events, pictures and ideas are due the 2nd Sunday each month (some exceptions). You can email your
submission to beverlypressnewsletter@gmail.com or drop off in person at the church office.
Deadline each month:

1/12

2/9

3/15

4/12

5/17
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Continued from cover page…

THE GOD OF ABUNDANCE by Sue Carter
Everyone probably remembers one of the first Sunday school songs we learned as a child was “Jesus loves me this I
know for the Bible tells me so…” The Bible also tells us that our God is the exact opposite of Ebenezer Scrooge. He
pours out His goodness, kindness and mercy on us. We read in 1 John 3:1, “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!”

Perhaps you’re an empty nester and now that the kids are
gone, you just don’t feel the same compelling need to be in
church or serve in church and little by little, you’ve stepped
away from church altogether.

The LORD shows His glory to Moses in Exodus 34:6, describing himself as “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate
and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.”

Or maybe, you don’t actually like the church. Someone
at church hurt you deeply. Someone offended you – maybe
someone in leadership who should have known better -and so you’ve decided you’ll keep Jesus but reject the
church.

In Psalm 36:7-8, we’re told, “How priceless is your unfailing love! Both high and low among men find refuge in the
shadow of your wings. They feast on the abundance of your house; you give them drink from your river of delights.”
That’s where I want to live!

Is church really necessary for the Christian? I want to
share 5 reasons why you can’t do without church as a
Christian.

We see God’s heart for us in 1 Peter 1:2 and 2 Peter 1:2, “Grace and peace be yours in abundance.” And again in Jude
verse 2, “Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance.” Jesus tells us in John 10:10, “… I am come that they might have
life, and that they might
have it more abundantly.” Knowing God personally adds depth to your life.

1) You’re missing out on how God has chosen to work
in this age. God founded the church. It’s not an invention of
men like the Elks club or the Red Cross. God created the
church and has specifically tasked it to carry out His work
until Christ returns. (Acts 1:2)

We can know, really know without a doubt that God is not “holding out” on us. Psalm 86:5 promises, “You are forgiving and good, O Lord, abounding in love to all who call to you.” As a child of God we can be assured that our Father
will never be lacking in His love and commitment to us. The Bible tells us so.

If you’re saved, you’re part of the church -- one body – His
beloved bride. This body is made of believers all across the
world meeting in multiple congregations. The church provides fellowship, community, corporate worship, discipleship and ministry; it performs the ordinances of communion and baptism; it sends out the called to the utter ends of
the earth. The church is a gift from God in this age.

To God Be the Glory

PULPIT FLOWER DEDICATIONS
January 5 By
Betty & Charlie Kreischer
Dolores S. Barber
January 12
Gwen Reed
VACANCY
January 19
Deanna & Doug Allen
Tracey & Bob Sarnoski
January 27
Chalkie, Shirley & Jesse
Lackraj
VACANCY

In memory of
Father—Calvin Kreischer
Bruce Dubell
William and Julia Fischer

Peter and Elma Bruno
Norman Nordehouse
Loved Ones

Vacancies for 2020; 1/12, 1/27, 5/31, 6/28 & 11/8.

Contact Karen Reed to make or change a dedication or to
dedicate flowers where there’s a vacancy.
609-314-6673 or kreed@trccompanies.com
His overflowing love delights to make us partakers of
the bounties He graciously imparts.
Hannah More

2) You’re missing out on using your spiritual gifts. Every believer has one or more spiritual gifts – gifts like teaching, giving, serving, evangelism, hospitality and encouraging. When we a give gift, we mean for the recipient to use
and enjoy it. Not so with spiritual gifts. They’re not meant
for the recipient. The spiritual gifts God gives us are meant
for the body.

prophecy and so many more that God intends for you to
build you into a strong and mature believer.
4) You’re missing out on accountability. God calls believers to be holy. Can we do that on our own? Theoretically,
maybe it’s possible. Practically, however, the more we’re
out from under regular Biblical teaching and the more we
drift away from others also authentically trying to live a holy life, the more difficult it is to live by God’s standards. In a
world veering further and further from God’s standard, regular fellowship and intentional worship with the body of
Christ re-align us. It helps provide a plumb line of accountability in a world that eschews both plumb lines and accountability.
5) You’re missing out on the sweetest fellowship this
side of heaven. This one I know from experience. Five
years ago, I woke up to my husband’s labored breathing.
Within an hour, an emergency room doctor would pronounce him dead and I became a widow and single mom to
our seven children. I made one phone call to let a dear
friend from church know what was happening and rode
home in shock.
Within minutes of arriving home, my front door opened.
That friend came to be with us. Throughout the day, my
front door opened again and again as the body of Christ
came to grieve with us. Over the next months, they brought
meals, cleaned the house, fixed broken appliances, ministered to my children, helped with cars and continue to pray
for us even now. In our desperation, they were the hands
and feet of Jesus.
Why the church? We are meant to walk this Christian life
together. I know churches can hurt. I know they can offend.
And I’m deeply sorry for that.

If you aren’t plugged into the church, the body isn’t getting
your spiritual gift. Maybe you think it won’t be missed.
Scripture says your gift will be missed. (1 Cor 14:26; Eph
4:12) Not only that, but we’ll be held responsible for how
we use our spiritual gift. In Matthew 25, Jesus told the parable about a servant who buried a talent given him by his
master. When the master returned, those who had multiplied their talents were praised and rewarded while the
servant who had buried his talent was rebuked and chastened.

But countless churches across the globe are the authentic
body of Christ – imperfect and yet gloriously bearing
Christ’s image.

3) You’re missing out on spiritual gifts meant for you. If
you’re not in a church, not only is the body missing out on
your spiritual gifts, but you are missing out on the body’s
spiritual gifts intended for you. Sure, you can turn on the
radio or a podcast and hear great preaching. But you’ll miss
out altogether on the shepherding a local pastor provides.
You’ll also miss gifts of service, encouragement, hospitality,

Lisa Appelo is a single mom to 7, young widow, author &
crazy in love with Christ. She shares soul
-deep encouragement and proclaims
God’s faithfulness in the hard on her
blog, LisaAppelo.com. Check out her free
100 Days with Christ Bible study resource. You can also find her on Facebook and Instagram.

Robert Frost wrote about two roads that diverged in the
wood. I cannot imagine what my life would look like without the friendships, the equipping, the accountability, the
ministry that various congregations of believers have provided in my life. The road you choose – in church or out –
will make all the difference.
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH
PAT’S FUDGE BROWNIES----Best Ever!
Pat Dougherty
2/3 cup plus 1 tblsp. Cocoa
1/4 cup vegetable oil
1 cup Imperial Margarine-melted*
2 cups sugar
3 Eggs (jumbo)---beat before adding
1 tsp. vanilla extract
¼ tsp. salt
1 cup all purpose flour
Mix by hand just until all ingredients are combined,
Pour into 9” square Baking pan - greased generously
Bake @350 degrees, 40-45 minutes, edges
should be dry, center a little wet when stuck
with cake tester.
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BPC Christmas — 2019

STORIES OF THE SAVIOR: CHRISTMAS PART 1
The annual Sunday school student product was a delight.
Here is the cast line up.
Christmas did Not Just Happen
Brandon Greenburg
Scientist #1
Ethan Arter
Scientist #2
Payton Buckley
Reader #1
Breana Weaver
Reader #2
Kim Sarnoski
Reader #3
Savannah Weaver
Sunday School Kid 1
Caidan Buckley
Sunday School Kid 2
Seth Arter
Visitor from Biblical times
Tyler Lackraj
Visitor from Biblical times
Gaige Buckley
Assistant Director
Directed by
Stage Craft
Caterers

Kim Sarnoski
Sue Hill
Bob Hill
Board of Deacons

THE
GREAT
COOKIE
BAKE

Bakers; Scott, Pat, Kim, Tracy, Gwen, Joy & Mike.
DECK THE HALL… FELLOWSHIP HALL FOR THE CHRISTMAS BRUNCH

*You can use butter in place of Imperial margarine but the consistency and taste is a little different.
ENJOY!!!!!
Please, submit your original or nearly original
recipes for inclusion in future editions of the
Beverly Press Newsletter. Leave in mailbox
number 49 or email to BeverlyPressNewsletter@gmail.com.

Stewardship Report
(period January 1 – November 30, 2019)
Revenue needed to make budget:
$ 172,102
*Actual Revenue received for period: $ 124,732
Revenue under budget:
$ - 47,370
Total Expenditures:
$ 167,951
*Actual Revenue received for period: $ 124,732
Revenue under expenditures:
$ - 43,219

If you would like a copy of this newsletter sent to
you or know someone who would like it sent to
them, contact the church office.

THE BPC SANCTUARY
ADORNED FOR
CHRIST

