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FROM THE (Interim) PASTOR. . .
What a year this has been!! Plagued since early in the year by a new virus which has claimed the lives of
more than 1.4 million persons worldwide—and over a quarter million souls in these United States alone—
everyone is not only wary of this disease but weary of this disease. We plod along from day to day, hoping that
things will turn around and somehow improve. A lot of persons can relate to the lament of various psalms: “How
long, O Lord?” It is a plaintive cry appearing in psalms 6, 13, 35, 79, 80, 89, 90, and 94. The Bible is well acquainted with God’s seeming absence and ambivalence in the face of danger and/or evil.
I recall my father was offended by Tevye from Fiddler on a Roof when Tevye, while pushing his milk cart,
would utter similar petitions to God. In good Reformed tradition Dad tried to maintain the transcendence of God.
As the prophet Isaiah in his call recorded in chapter 6, God is “high and lifted up.” That certainly has its place, and
I do not wish to discount it.
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But God has regularly chosen not to remain above and beyond the scope of our human plight. The children
of Israel regularly heard God speaking to them through His prophets and priests, and not infrequently they pointed out how God was working even through the activities of nations to accomplish his divine purposes here on
earth. King Cyrus of the Persians, for example, is cited as the Lord’s “anointed” in Isaiah 45; it’s actually the Hebrew word “messiah.” That might seem to be a stretch, and yet it’s clearly there in the prophet’s words. God was
using a heathen monarch to end the 70-year exile in Babylon of the children of Israel. The plaintive cries of many
children of Israel seemed answered. Still when the children of Israel did return and settle in and around Jerusalem many of the old ways and practices would recur. And again people would lament, “How long, O Lord?” They
yearned for a new messiah.
It didn’t happen quickly, i.e. it was more than 500 years after the return from the exile, but in the words of
the Apostle Paul in Galatians 4, in “the fullness of time” God sent forth his Son in order to free us humans so that
we might receive adoption as children of God. The Apostle Paul was among those who at first didn’t recognize this
amazing and grace-full action of God. Still we are encouraged to share this good news, inviting others into the
faith and promise which are inherent in the message of Christmas.
I hope you will not only come to celebrate Christmas at Beverly Presbyterian Church during the Advent
season (if possible and if you’re comfortable, of course). I hope you will encourage others to do the same. It will
be different this year, I’m sure. But perhaps the answer of God to that ancient cry of “How long, O Lord?” and
God’s answer will take on new meaning. And the promise of vaccinations and medicines for this new virus will be
understood as manifestations of God’s ongoing care and concern for each and every one of us.
In Christ,
Pastor Keith
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When you pray, please, include the following
PRAYER CONCERNS :

Sunday’s at 10:00 am
In the Sanctuary or BPCLive.sermon.net
Thursdays at 7:00 pm
on at https://www.facebook.com/beverlypresbyterian/
Services are streamed live and recorded for viewing, later.
1 – Emily (Buckley) Bulleck
1 – Carol Esposito
1 – Morgan Jones
2 – Gail Eutsey
2 – Rebecca Belliveau
5 – Kimber Snively
6 – Jordyn Cosden
8 – Victoria Franklin
10 – Daniel Kellaway, Jr.
12 – Tracy Sarnoski
12 – Paula Marcus
13 – Peggy Ann Marter
18 – Angie Palombi
21 – Norma Stanton
22 – Jeanne Buffarini
22 – Hunter Cosden
25 – Frank Nikolet
25 – Noel Rainey
26 – Lauren Buckley

BPC finances
PNC
Our church community
Bob Hill
Pat Dougherty
Julia Dolce
Joy Dodimead
Jane Schulze
Mary Nikolet
COVID-19 Pandemic
Our town, state, nation and the entire world
Poinsettia Dedications
by Gwen Reed
Christmas is upon us, but
things are so different
this year!
The Session has decided
to not ask for poinsettia
donations this year, but
instead, ask that if you
usually dedicated poinsettias for Christmas, you
consider giving that
money for our food pantry ministry. As you know,
many people are in need this year and it seems appropriate to make a special effort to assist some of
these people. We can still list your dedications in
the electronic bulletin, but there will not be a large
display of poinsettias in the sanctuary.
More information will be coming as to how this will
work but, for now please be thinking if you wish to
contribute.
Thank you !

If you are local to us and need assistance: food or medication
delivered, or if you need spiritual assistance call the church office
at 609-387-1117.
We are monitoring this line daily.
BEVERLY PRESS
Thank you to the contributors of this issue of the “Beverly Press”; Pastor Keith, Sherry O., Sue C., Gwen R., Joe R., Scott R.
and Carol E. I look forward to contributions from all aspects of BPC for the next issue. Articles such as upcoming event
details, reflections on past events, pictures and ideas are due the 2nd Sunday each month (some exceptions). You can
email your submission to BEVERLYPRESSNEWSLETTER@GMAIL.COM or drop off in person at the church office.
Deadline each month:
1/17 2/14 3/14 4/11
If you would like a copy of this newsletter sent to you or know someone who would like it sent to them, contact the
church office.

6:30 PM
Movie Night
Christmas
Chronicles 2

10:00 AM
Pearl Harbor
Worship Service Remembrance
in the sanctuary
and streamed
live
2nd Sunday of
Advent

7:00 PM
Christmas
Concert by
Bob Lowden

10:00 AM
Worship Service
in the sanctuary
and streamed
live
3rd Sunday of
Advent
10:00 AM
Worship Service
in the sanctuary
and streamed
live
4th Sunday of
Advent
10:00 AM
Worship Service
in the sanctuary
and streamed
live

Christmas Eve
7:00 PM
Candlelight
Service

New Year’s
Eve

Christmas
Day
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Pulpit Flower Dedications
December 6 By
In memory of
Betty & Charlie Kreischer Church Family for Christmas Blessing
The Dodimead Family
Roger Dodimead
Donna Rivera
Rose Simpkins
December 13
Dolores Barber
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You Helped Us Before, God, Help Us Again
Our hope in years to be”Look down upon this present
And see our need of Thee…

My Son, Bruce & Husband, Jim

December 20 to December 27
Special Poinsettia display - A list will be provided at a later date.
Contact Karen Reed to make or change a dedication or to dedicate
flowers where there’s a vacancy.
609-314-6673 or kreed@trccompanies.com

For in this age of unrest,
With danger all around,
We need Your hand to lead us

To higher, safer ground…
We need Your help and counsel
To make us more aware
That our safety and security
Lie solely in Your care…
Give us strength and courage
To be honorable and true
Practicing Your precepts

In everything we do,
God is adequate as our keeper…
Your faith will not fail while
God sustains it; you are not
strong enough to fall away
while God is resolved to hold you.
J. I. Packer

Sometimes you
earn more doing the jobs that pays
nothing.

“O God, our help in ages past,

And keep us gently humble
In the greatness of Your love
So someday we are fit to dwell
With You in peace above.
From “ A Collection of Love Gifts” by Helen Steiner Rice, submitted by Carol Esposito

Christmas Eve 2020
I pray the Advent Season finds you and your’s healthy and safe. Everything in 2020 is
different from years past and The Candle Light service is no exception. Session has
worked to make it as magical and inspirational; filled with Hope, Joy and Love, as in years
past while still keeping everyone safe. The service will begin as in the past but will include
required masks and social distancing. As of now we are still at 25% so we will seat parishioners to comply with social distancing practices until the Sanctuary reaches capacity.
We have overflow seating dedicated in Fellowship Hall and if that reaches capacity the
Café’/Nursery will be opened. We can stream live to these remote locations easily. If
you feel more comfortable you may also worship from your car and stream to your
phone. The service traditionally concludes with the candle lighting and singing “Silent
Night”. We are currently not permitted to sing, even with masks on, inside the building so
we have come up with a different plan that I am quite excited about! This year we will
dismiss by row from all worship locations, pick up candles on the way out, and meet outside in the front and side yard of the church amongst the luminaria and under the stars.
We will light our candles and together sing Silent night (masks on) for all the world to
hear. And from there we will be dismissed. Perhaps a new tradition will be born out of
this if it goes well. Please keep an eye out for more details as the season progresses.
God Bless and Merry Christmas
Josiah Reed

There are two ways to live your
life. One is as though nothing is
a miracle. The other is as
though everything is a miracle.
Albert Einstein
Learn to listen. Opportunity
could be knocking at your
door very softly.
Frank Tyger
Don't let perfection get in the
way of excellence.
Author unknown

Before me, even as behind,
God is, and all is well.
John Greenleaf Whittier

Session Member
Prayer of Confession:
Gracious God, You give us an abundance of good things, richly to enjoy
and to use for Your glory. You feed,
heal, teach, and save us. Yet we have
been anxious to hoard Your gifts and
to acquire still more for ourselves.
We resent what we lack, and we are
jealous of neighbors. We have not
trusted Your promises, nor have we
sought Your kingdom first.
Forgive our ingratitude for all You
have given, our fear that Your provision will not be enough, and our failure to be generous with others, even
as You have lavished generosity upon
us. Bring to fullness in us the good
fruit of Your Spirit, that we would live
in joyous faith, hope, and love; for the
sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen.

Todd Ruthman

December Movie Night

“The Christmas Chronicles 2”
December marks a season of Hope; something we all need after
months of Covid-19 and turmoil in the World. Session has decided to allow the December Family Movie Night to take place on
December 4th at 6:30 PM (doors open at 6PM). This event is for
MEMBERS and their Guests ONLY and not open to the general public. Reservations
are required to insure we stay under the Governors limits, masks are required at all
times and social distancing will be enforced. No food will be served. While these restrictions may alter the Movie Night experience a little bit, the overall enjoyment of
seeing a movie on the Big Screen will make it worth the adjustments. The movie we
are showing is brand new and a sequel to a wonderful Netflix Original shown for movie night two years ago. We hope you can attend (if you feel comfortable doing so) and
that it will bring hope and Holiday inspiration during these difficult times.
Make your reservation at 609-877-9092 (Gwen Reed)

Christmas concert
Save the date! Bob Lowden will be
presenting a Christmas concert on
December 12 at 7 PM. It will be live
streamed, virtually. More details will
be coming in the near future!
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The twelve days of Christmas
During the holiday season, "The Twelve Days of Christmas" is heard everywhere
from shopping malls to television commercials to church functions. Everywhere
you go, you can hear about Two Turtle Doves, Seven Swans-a-Swimming and
Eleven Pipers Piping. But what does any of this mean? What does a
song about doves, hens and geese have to do with Christmas?
The carol has its roots in 18th-century England, as a memory-andforfeit game sung by British children. In the game, players had to
remember all of the previous verses and add a new verse at the end.
Those unable to remember a verse paid a forfeit, in the form of a
kiss or a piece of candy to the others.
One theory, however, connects the carol to the era when Catholicism was outlawed in England, from 1558 and 1829. The carol, it is
said, was a catechism song for Catholics to learn "the tenets of their faith," as
they could not openly practice in Anglican society [source: Snopes.com]. While
many still hold the idea of a coded hymn to be true, there's no substantive evidence that this was the case, nor is there any evidence that the verses contain
anything uniquely Catholic.
Here are the verses of the song, along with their supposed symbolism [source:
BBC.com]:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A Partridge in a Pear Tree - Jesus Christ
Two Turtle Doves - The Old and New Testaments
Three French Hens - The three virtues of Faith, Hope and Charity
Four Calling/Collie Birds - Four gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John
Five Golden Rings - First five books of the Old Testament
Six Geese-a-Laying - Six days of creation before God's rest on the seventh
day
Seven Swans-a-Swimming - Seven gifts of the Holy Spirit
Eight Maids-a-Milking - Eight Beatitudes
Nine Ladies Dancing - Nine fruits of the Holy Spirit
Ten Lords-a-Leaping - Ten Commandments
Eleven Pipers Piping - Eleven faithful disciples
Twelve Drummers Drumming -Twelve points of belief in the Apostles'
Creed

While these verses are what most of us associate with the "Twelve Days of
Christmas," the phrase refers to an actual 12-day period. The 12 days of Christmas, in fa-ct, are the days from Dec. 25, celebrated as the birth of Jesus Christ, to
the Epiphany, celebrated on Jan. 6 as the day when the manifestation of Christ's
glory was realized.
While sects of Christianity celebrate the 12 days of Christmas differently, certain
ones, such as the Eastern Orthodox Church, consider
the Epiphany to be the most important day of the
Christmas season. Some exchange gifts on each of the
12 days instead of only on Christmas day.
Source: https://people.howstuffworks.com/
culture-traditions/holidays-christmas/
twelve-days-christmas.htm
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Psalms 91

GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS by Sue Carter

1 Whoever dwells in the shelter of
the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 2 I will say of
the LORD, “He is my refuge and my
fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” 3
Surely he will save you from the
fowler’s snare and from the deadly
pestilence. 4 He will cover you with
his feathers, and under his wings
you will find refuge; his faithfulness
will be your shield and rampart. 5
You will not fear the terror of night,
nor the arrow that flies by day, 6
nor the pestilence that stalks in the
darkness, nor the plague that destroys at midday. 7 A thousand may
fall at your side, ten thousand at
your right hand, but it will not come
near you. 8 You will only observe
with your eyes and see the punishment of the wicked. 9 If you say,
“The LORD is my refuge,” and you
make the Most High your dwelling,
10 no harm will overtake you, no
disaster will come near your tent.

In a world of change God is constant. “Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8. God is all encompassing,
Psalm 91:11, “For He will command His angels
concerning you to guard you in all your ways.”
We can live in the truth of Isaiah 33:6, “He will
be the sure foundation for your times, a rich
store of salvation and wisdom and knowledge;
the fear of the LORD is the key to this treasure.” And He is the treasure that will keep you
from sinking.

11 For he will command his angels
concerning you to guard you in all
your ways; 12 they will lift you up
in their hands, so that you will not
strike your foot against a stone. 13
You will tread on the lion and the
cobra; you will trample the great
lion and the serpent. 14 “Because he
loves me,” says the LORD, “I will re
cue him; I will protect him, for he
acknowledges my name. 15 He will
call on me, and I will answer him; I
will be with him in trouble, I will
deliver him and honor him. 16 With
long life I will satisfy him and show
him my salvation.”

God would have us rest in the truths of Proverbs 21:30, “There is no wisdom, no insight, no
plan that can succeed against the LORD.” and
Isaiah 54:17 “no weapon forged against you
will prevail,…” . We can remain confident because of Psalm 117:2, “For great is His love toward us, and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.” and Psalm 91:4 “His faithfulness
will be your shield and rampart.” It is a shield
because you can count on His faithfulness and
not your own. It is a shield of protection from
worry, doubt and fear.
In the Bible, God gives us the strategy for
warfare and gives us His armament which is the
Word and prayer. The battle is for the mind. If
you’re feeling weak and vulnerable, Psalm
105:4 tells us to “Look to the LORD and His
strength;” Meditate on His Faithfulness and
Grandeur and take Psalm 120:1 to heart, “I call
on the LORD in my distress and He answers
me.”
We can stand on Psalm 145:13, “The LORD is
faithful to all his promises and loving toward all
He has made.” He is after all the Alpha and the
Omega, Revelation 1:8, “Who is, and who was,
and who is to come, the Almighty.”
TO GOD BE THE GLORY

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Slow Cooker Lasagna submitted by Scott Reed
Cooking Professionally
Looking for a simple lasagna recipe that basically cooks itself? This Slow
Cooker Lasagna is just what you’re looking for! It’s easy, delicious, and
serves a crowd.
Ingredients
• 1 T olive oil
• 2 lb Italian sausage, casings removed
• 2 jars (24 oz each) tomato sauce
• 2 c water
• 1 lb whole-milk ricotta cheese
• 2 T chopped fresh flat-leaf parsley
• Kosher salt and freshly ground pepper, to taste
• 18 ruffle-edged lasagna noodles (not no-boil noodles)
• 1-1/2 lb mozzarella cheese, grated
• 2 oz Parmigiana-Reggiano cheese, finely grated
• Thinly sliced fresh basil for garnish, if desired
Directions
• In the stovetop-safe insert of slow cooker over medium heart, warm
the olive oil. Add the sausage and cook, breaking up any large chunks
with a wooden spoon, until the meat is browned, 10 to 12 minutes.
Add tomato sauce and water and bring to a simmer. Transfer the sauce
to a large bowl.
• In another bowl, mix together the ricotta, parsley, salt, and pepper. Set
aside.
• Spread a thin layer of the sauce on the bottom of the slow-cooker insert. Cover the sauce with a single layer of uncooked lasagna noodles
(about 3)-break the noodles as needed to fit. Spread about 1/3 cup of
the ricotta mixture over the noodles. Top with about 2 cups of the
sauce and sprinkle with about 1 cup of the mozzarella and 1/4 cup of
the Parmigiano-Reggiano. Repeat the layering 4 more times, starting
with the noodles.
• Transfer to the slow-cooker base, cover, and cook on LOW until the
noodles are tender and cooked through-about 4 hours.
• After the cooking time expires, preheat the oven to broil.
• Transfer the slow-cooker insert to the oven and broil until the cheese
is bubbly and golden brown, 6 to 8 minutes. Let the lasagna rest for 20
minutes before serving. Garnish with basil (if desired) and serve immediately.
T= Tablespoon c= cup oz= ounce lb= pound
Send recipes to beverlypressnewsletter@gmail.com

