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FROM THE (Interim) PASTOR. . .
Way back in 1853 George Crum was vexed when a customer kept sending his fried potatoes back,
complaining that they were soggy and not crispy. Accordingly Crum sliced some potatoes as thin as possible,
fried them in hot grease, and then doused them with salt. The customer loved them, and “Saratoga chips”
quickly became a popular item. Today we know them as potato chips, and we each consume on average 4
pounds per year.
In 1974 Arthur Fry was seeking a way of holding bookmarks in his hymnal while singing in the church
choir. Fry was aware of an adhesive accidentally developed in 1968 by fellow-3M employee Spencer Silver. So
Fry applied it to strips of paper, used them in his hymnal, and Post-It notes were born. Who doesn’t have them
around their desk or home these days?

Beverly Presbyterian Church
121 Warren Street, East
Edgewater Park, NJ 08010
Worship every Sunday morning at 10:00 am from where ever
you are, live. Go to BPClive.Sermon.net.
The services are, also, recorded to view later.

Send in your Tithes, Offerings and Contributions.
Checks should be mailed to BPC, PO Box 500, Beverly, NJ 08010.
Go to www.BevPres.org to send electronically.

Beverly Presbyterian Church
Interim Pastor—The Rev. Dr. Keith Schmitt
Praise Leader—Joanne DiLeo
Choir Director—Gwen Reed
Sunday School Director—Sue Hill

Office hours are Monday thru Friday, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.
Physical Address: 121 Warren Street, East, Edgewater Park,
NJ
Mailing address: PO Box 500, Beverly, NJ 08010
Phone: (609) 387-1117
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Visit us on the web at www.bevpres.org
Like us on Facebook at www.facebook/beverlypresbyterian
Email us at beverlypresbyterianoffice@gmail.com.
Online Services: BPClive.Sermon.net

When the West Jersey Presbytery gifted its churches some monies two years ago your session decided
to initiate live-streaming of our worship services. The idea was to make our services available to anyone who
couldn’t be physically present for the worship service, which we thought would be the sick and shut-in. It has
taken a while to get things together, but we are live-streaming these days, thanks in large part to Scott and Joe
Reed, Hannah and Ashton, Chris Snively and Kelly Oulton. Who would have dreamed that live-streaming could
service us all during a time of social isolation/quarantine?! But if you go to www.BPClive.sermon.net you can
follow the service—and not only at 10 am on Sundays but whenever you visit the site (n.b. Microsoft Edge
does not support this). During this time of social distancing the service is going to be very basic since we
aren’t envisioning organ and/or piano accompaniment, the choir singing, etc., but the Word of the Lord will be
proclaimed and heard at BPC, and announcements of concern and ministry will be shared. Through modern
technology we will be able to keep in touch—and I would encourage all of us to keep in touch with one another on other occasions so we don’t feel isolated or become too depressed.

It was back in 2012 when I was serving as interim pastor of the Jicarilla Apache Reformed Church on
an Indian reservation in northwestern New Mexico that a storm called Sandy hit New York and New Jersey. It
was devastating, as many of you likely recall. Life became altered, tougher. But if you didn’t thrive, at least
you did survive. (I use “you” because, though my wife endured it, I escaped the ordeal in NM.)
Keep the faith, and I hope live-streaming will facilitate that. Remember the words of the psalmist:
“Yeah even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, Thou art with me.” (KJV)/”Even though I
walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for You are with me.” (NIV) We are never alone, and I believe we will find blessings even from this valley of darkness and trial, not the least of which is a new appreciation for “resurrected life.”

In Christ,
Pastor Keith
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WHEN TIMES ARE HARD GOD PROVIDES...
If you are local to us and
need assistance: food or medication delivered, or if you
need spiritual assistance call
the church office at 609-3871117.
We are monitoring this line
daily.
TAKE TIME TO PRAY!
When you do, please, include the
following PRAYER CONCERNS :

STEWARDSHIP REPORT
for period January 1 – February 29, 2020
Revenue needed to make budget:
*Actual Revenue received for period:
Revenue under budget:
Total Expenditures:
*Actual Revenue received for period:
Revenue under expenditures:

$
$
-$
$
$
-$

28,540
20,603
7,937
28,090
20,603
7,487

The Beverly Presbyterian Church needs your support as the expenses are still present despite no physical activity in the building.
Please, send in your tithe, offering and other contributions. Mail
checks to Beverly Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box 500, Beverly, NJ
08010.
Go to wwwBevPress.org to make an electronic contribution.

Any mail including checks to the physical church address is not being delivered to our location. Please use the PO box.

to March 2020 Crossword puzzle

BPC finances
Pastor Nominating Committee
Sanctuary ceiling repairs
Our church community
Julia Dolce
Joy Dodimead
Jane Schulze
Our town, state, nation and the
entire world
APRIL BIRTHDAYS
2 – Sarah DiPadova (Buckley)
3 – Breanna Weaver
4 – Savannah Weaver
8 – James Lowden
9 – Gary Fuller
10 – Nora Jackson
12 – Mason (Kim) Buckley
12 – Alan Eutsey
15 – Dawn Olson
20 – Dot Myers
30 – Phoebe Cosden
30 – Chance Cosden
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
4 – Bob & Tracy Sarnoski, 28 years
16 – Steve & Donna Colangelo, 32 years
22 – Alan & Gail Eutsey 42 years
22 – Michael & Kathy Franklin, 31 years

GOD HEARS YOUR HEART by Susan Carter
Your doctor will use a stethoscope to listen to your
heart but our God, who created the heavens and the
earth, and who knows the very number of hairs on our
heads, doesn’t need one.
He created your heart as Psalm 33:15 tells us, “he
who forms the hearts of all,”. If you have accepted Jesus as your Lord and Savior, he has given you a new
heart. In Ezekiel 36:26 God promises, “I will give you a
new heart and put a new spirit in you;”
It is amazing that the One who created your heart can
heal your heart, speak to your heart, cleanse your
heart, encourage your heart and actually lives in your
heart.
So many times in the Bible you will find where God
is speaking to the hearts of his servants as in Genesis
15:1, “Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.” To Joshua in Joshua 1:9, “Do
not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD
your God will be with you wherever you go. And to us
in Romans 8:15, “For you did not receive a spirit that
makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the
Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.”
David, a man after God’s own heart, writes in Psalm
31:7, “I will be glad and rejoice in your love, for you
saw my affliction and knew the anguish of my soul.”
God knows our frame and gives us His Word to encourage us and build us up. He also knows that our
enemy uses fear and discouragement to try to defeat
us. 1 John 4:4 assures us “…the one who is in you is
greater than the one who is in the world.”
A verse the Lord has used many times to speak
truth into my life is Isaiah 41:10, “So do not fear, for I
am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I
will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you
with my righteous right hand.” The hymn, “How Firm
a Foundation” verse 2 echoes the same truth. “Fear
not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed, For I am thy
God, I will still give thee aid; I’ll strengthen thee, help
thee, and cause thee to stand, Upheld by my gracious,
omnipotent hand.”
He hears. He hears the deepest cry of your heart.
To God Be the Glory

BEVERLY PRESS
Thank you to the contributors of this issue of the “Beverly Press”; Sherry O., Sue C. Shirley L., and Joe R. I look forward
to contributions from all aspects of BPC for the next issue. Articles such as upcoming event details, reflections on past
events, pictures and ideas are due the 2nd Sunday each month (some exceptions). You can email your submission to
beverlypressnewsletter@gmail.com or drop off in person at the church office.
Deadline each month: 5/17 6/14 7/12 8/16 9/13 10/11 11/15 12/13
If you would like a copy of this newsletter sent to you or know someone who would like it sent to them, contact the
church office.

We do not need to search for heaven, over here or
over there, in order to find our eternal Father.
In fact, we do not even need to speak out loud,
for though we speak in the smallest whisper or the
most fleeting thought,
He is close enough to hear us.
Teresa of Avila

PULPIT FLOWER DEDICATIONS
April 5
By
In memory of
Betty & Charlie Kreischer Family
Pat Dougherty
Robert Dougherty
April 9, Maundy Thursday
Lauren Buckley
Loved Ones
Pat Dougherty
Robert Dougherty
April 12, Easter
See bulletin for Lily Dedications
April 19
Chris, Kim, Rachel, Kelsey Delores Snively
& Nick Snively
Karen Reed
My Father, Ron Grimm
April 26
Douglas Allen
Ken and Edie Baldwin
The Butler Family
Hilma & Charles Butler, Fred Butler,
Audrey Lamkin & Shirley Atzert
Vacancies for 2020; 5/31, 6/28 & 11/8.
Contact Karen Reed to make or change a dedication or to dedicate
flowers where there’s a vacancy.
Flowers that were dedicated for closed services will be printed
in the first bulletin of the next open service. The flowers will be
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Live Streaming
BPC instituted Virus Protocol measures on Wednesday, March 18 until further notice. To watch recorded
services or live on Sunday morning at 10:00 am got to
BPClive.sermon.net.
Sunday Worship will continue to be streamed live and
recorded as long as possible. Prayer concerns and
spiritual needs may be forwarded to Pastor Keith or
Session Members via phone, email or text.
Please, visit www.BevPres.org or call the church office.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION:
Trustworthy God, when we don’t know how to be grateful for
the path You have spread before us, forgive our complaints
and encourage us to try again. When we can’t find words of
praise for Your abundance in our lives, forgive our quarreling
and encourage us to try again. When we can’t quite believe in
Your faithfulness, forgive our testing and encourage us to try
again. Help us to be quick to thank, quick to praise, quick to
trust, and slow to suspect Your absence from us! Amen
WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
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February FUN-draisers...a hat-trick of successes
By Joe Reed

…and the Seats Are Free!
By Joe Reed

We had three fundraisers in February: a Super Bowl
party, a Valentine’s Day Movie night (Downton Abbey) and
a Wreath-making class luncheon. All three were well attended, provided fun experiences and fellowship while adding to the funding of church programs. The Youth Group
held the Super Bowl party and showed the game on our 16
foot wide screen. This is a fantastic way to see the game
with surround sound and close to the action seats. They set
the room with theater seating as well as tables and conversation sections with clusters of seats in squares. The event
was well received with nearly 30 guests and after donations and admissions raised over $500 for youth programs.
Downton Abby was a wonderful evening with 12
guests (one saw the sign outside and stopped in for the
evening). The event raised $90.00 for the general fund
(enough to cover half of the church’s annual movie license
fee) and was very well received by all who attended.
Guests were treated to the movie as well as finger sandwiches, teas, coffee and sweets. Everyone left with a box of
chocolates. Events like this one are ideal opportunities to
bring friends to church and provide fun & safe entertainment to our members while not negatively impacting our
operating budget.
Wreath-making drew 14 people; some for lunch and
fellowship and the rest for the class and craft. The wreaths
were all beautiful. The crafters each worked to produce a
spring themed wreath. The cost of $30 covered all materials and lunch. The food consisted of homemade soup and
sandwiches and was donated by several members. Additional donations and wreath orders have resulted in a net
of over $ 250.00 to date with more orders coming in weekly. Wreaths may be ordered for $30.00 as long as the supplies are available. See Karen Reed for details.

Today most churches raise funding through a free
will offering just as we do but that was not always the case.
In the mid-19th century, when our church was founded, free
will offerings were common in revival settings and tent services but not in established churches. The notion of a collection taken for the general fund was very foreign to parishioners then. As was customary with the day, churches operated
by subscription. The parishioners paid quarterly for their
seats in the pews. Rates were set based upon how much of
the pew the parishioner needed and the pew’s location in the
sanctuary. Rates were set for individual seats, quarter pew,
half pew and whole pew. The seat was assigned based upon
the paid subscription and only the subscriber and his guests
could sit in that location. Guests, visitors and the poor stood
in the back of the building unless a parishioner invited them
to their own pew. To this day we tend to sit in our regular
location each week and are a little out of place if we need to
sit elsewhere. This feeling is as much human nature as it is
rooted in our history. In the middle of 1873 and keeping with
the practice of the day, the Trustees had drawn up the new
seating chart and were about to take subscriptions for the
new Sanctuary (to be dedicated in November that year)
when their young pastor (hired directly from Princeton Seminary months before the new construction began in 1872)
came to them with a truly radical idea. He proposed that the
church and its ministries be fully supported by free will offerings collected each Sunday. He declared his fullest confidence
that this plan would succeed and being both charismatic and
charming, the stoic trustees agreed: but only if a sign be
made and posted next to the new building’s front entry that
stated the time of services with the additional words “and the
seats are free!” The agreement was to try this progressive
plan for a time to see if viable and to return to the traditional
funding method if it failed. The seating chart has not been
used at the Beverly Presbyterian Church in the 147 years
since. Our church was the first in the region to go to free will
offerings and lead the way for all the area churches to follow.

Christ died for us, demonstrating the wonder and vastness of
God’s love for us and bringing us reconciliation and the assurance of salvation. Through the life and death of Christ we have
been extended new life and vitality. Go forth, then, to serve
our Lord in peace and with a life of praise.

This newsletter will be posted on the BPC
website. You’ll be able to see the pictures
in color.

http://bevpres.org

